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A few weeks ago, I was planning to be a Canadian School of Disciple-
ship student during 2014. Everything was moving along to that end, 
but the Lord brought a slight change of plans! GFA leaders decided 
that the second year of SD would not be happening in Canada this 
year. So I am now part of SD2 here in Carrollton, Texas! I know that 
God’s hand is de�nitely leading me on this journey, even though the 
direction has been unexpected. 

Now, I’m living in an apartment near the GFA o�ce with three other 
girls: Natalya and Lanae (fellow SD2 classmates,) and Sarah (our house 
mentor.) We have good times together, and I’m excited to get to know 
them more as the year progresses.

My ministry placement is once again in the Web Department, yay! I 
am doing some new things like Blog for Asia and unique web content 
creation, as well as continuing to help with Canada social media. 

�e 2nd year students meet for class three times a week. We have 
awesome teachers as well as lectures, discussions, and learning jour-
nals. We �nished o� our �rst two units, Core Values and Disciple 
Making & Mentoring, with a speech and a research paper, woo-hoo! 
We’re starting courses on Church History, Self-Confrontation, and 
Introduction to �eology. �e 2nd year SD students have also been 
preparing to actually be mentoring the 1st year students! Mentoring 
will begin soon, and it’s both exciting and scary. �e 2nd year students 
will also have sta� mentors. Another cool assignment is studying 
through the Bible with audio teachings from Pastor Chuck Smith. As 
you might imagine, our evenings and weekends are �lled with lots of 
homework. :)  

Hello friends and family!

I have a new address & phone!
4600 N. Josey Ln., Apt. 1310
Carrollton, TX 75010
(469) 347-0250

Financial Support Information: 
Right now I’m 36% supported, 
praise the Lord! Would you 
consider supporting me �nancial-
ly with a one-time or monthly 
gift? You can donate online at 
www.gfa.org/sd/elch, and feel 
free to contact me for more 
information. 

February 2014, Volume 8

my 2nd year SD class

Support Info | www.gfa.org/sd/elch
Personal Contact Info   



Praise the Lord! 
• By partnering with GFA, you 
and I are helping rescue 
women in Asia!
• I am in Texas for SD2!
• 3 awesome housemates
• I’m continuing to regain my 
health
• I get to hug my family often
• God is faithful! 

Prayer Requests:
• That I would continue to get 
better, and stay healthy
• Time management
• To live out the things I’m 
learning in class
• Wisdom and grace for mento-
ring
• God’s leading for working on 
social media (and fruit from it)
• To keep trusting the Lord

Gospel for Asia Address | 1800 Golden Trail Ct., Carrollton, TX 75010 •1(800) 946-2742

At last, the baby began to crown, and with him came the ful�llment of his parents’ 
wishes. Five years of barrenness, �ve years of bitter arguments—this baby would 
put it all in the past. He would bring pride to the family, reap a dowry from his 
bride and help provide for the family. He would restore his family’s joy.

As the baby took his �rst breaths, however, something wasn’t right, and hopes 
built up over the last nine months quickly died away. Mayuri and Rafat’s little boy 
turned out to be a little girl—and that was nothing to celebrate…

Life with Mayuri’s new husband, Rafat, seemed promising in the beginning, but 
within a few years, the young couple’s infertility created tension in the family. In 
South Asian cultures, women are blamed when a couple can’t produce children. 
For more than four years, Mayuri bore the couple’s failure alone.

When Mayuri �nally became pregnant, happiness returned to the home, but it 
only lasted nine months. Rafat expected a son, and when a daughter came, he 
refused to celebrate. He made certain to fully punish his 19-year-old wife for their 
child’s gender...

�is isn’t the end of Mayuri’s story… because it turns into HOPE! Read the rest at 
www.gfa.org/news/articles/a-baby-girl-is-nothing-to-celebrate. 

The abuse women face for bearing daughters is so great that many 
have resorted to gender-selective abortion and infanticide, result-
ing in millions of “missing girls” in Asia. Discover more about this 
and other issues facing South Asian women in Gospel for Asia’s 
new �lm documentary, “Veil of Tears.”  www.veiloftearsmovie.com 

Mission Field Story: A Baby Girl is Nothing to Celebrate

My heart aches as I read this story. Mayuri is not alone in her story of 
su�ering – what happened to her is sadly all too common among the 
women of South Asia. �ese precious women are one of the most neglected 
and unreached people groups in the world today.

But I am so very thankful that I can be part of making a di�erence in the 
lives of these women. �e role I play in the ministry of Gospel for Asia – 
however small it may seem – truly is helping rescue women from lives of 
oppression and su�ering. And YOU play such an important part too! 
Together, we are joining in the work to make an eternal di�erence in the 
lives of men, women, and children in Asia. Praise the Lord!

�ank you for being part of my support team, whether through prayers or 
�nances. I appreciate every one of you! If you have any speci�c ways I can 
pray for you, would you please let me know? 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, may He make His face shine upon 
you, and give you peace. 

Together Making a Di�erence

PS - for my 20th birthday, I started a campaign for 100 mosquito nets! www.mygfa.org/prevent


