Hello friends and family!
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As I draw near to the end of my first year at School of Discipleship, I'm able
to look back with joy to see what the Lord has done in my life. I also look
ahead to the future – still somewhat unknown – with hope and excitement,
to keep following Jesus wherever He leads me. My desire is to serve the Lord
and surrender my whole life to Him. But more specifically, what does the
Lord want me to do with my life???
A second year of discipleship and ministry with GFA's School of Discipleship
recently became an opportunity for graduates of the first year. It's new, it’s
never been done before, and it’s kind of a new, crazy idea for me too. Another
year in Canada away from my family definitely didn't fit with my expectations for 2014. Of the options ahead of me, doing a 2nd year is very much the
harder choice.
But with excitement, I can say that a 2nd year of School of Discipleship in
Canada is the next step the Lord is calling me to!
It will be hard, but I have counted the cost of following Jesus, and He is worth
it. Would you please uphold me in your prayers, for strength, courage, trust,
and peace as I follow Jesus into this next step?

Graduation
Our graduation from the first year of SD is December 20th (see details about
joining grad on the right) and after that I’ll be heading home for Christmas.
I’ll spend about a month at home until January 18th, when I’ll come back up
to Stoney Creek, Ontario to start my second year.

Support Raising
During my second year of discipleship, I will continue to learn, grow, be
stretched, develop a closer walk with the Lord, and become equipped for
future ministry. The curriculum will include things like apologetics, church
and missions history, theology, servant leadership, and Inductive Bible Study.
As part of GFA’s ministry, I’ll serve as a link between supporters in North
America and the brothers and sisters on the mission field, enabling thousands more to be reached with the Gospel. The cost for the 2nd year is $600 a
month ($7,200 total.) Would prayerfully consider if the Lord would have you
support me again? To support me financially, you can make a one-time
donation, give several times, or begin a monthly pledge and give $30, $50, or
another amount each month. Donate by cash or check using the support card
below, or make an easy, secure donation online at http://www.gfa.org/sd/elch.
Your prayer support is crucial as well. Thank you so much for considering. I
appreciate each one of you!

The 2nd graduation of Gospel for Asia Canada
School of Discipleship
You are invited to join us as we celebrate the
Lord’s faithfulness
Live video streaming of the ceremony begins
at 2:30pm EST, December 20, 2013
at www.disciple365.org

Great is His faithfulness!
What I praise the Lord for this year:

• how my relationship with the Lord has
deepened
• my class that I have grown with and
love so much
• eight girls living in one house
• mentors and leaders who disciple me
• learning so much by being away from
home
• going to South Asia a second time
• FaceTime and Tim Horton’s

Pastor Ugyen: Called to Be a Prisoner
For three years, GFA pastor Ugyen Tashi was imprisoned because of his faith in Jesus
Christ. Local officials in his country accused him of violating the law of the land and
causing unrest in society, although Ugyen was sharing the message of love and peace in
Jesus. The separation from his wife, daughter, ministry, and fellow believers was not easy,
but Ugyen continued to trust the Lord’s sovereignty. This prison was a mission field where
no one had gone before, and God used Ugyen to bring the hope of Christ to the inmates
around him.
“I knew it was God’s will and plan that I was going to the prison. I thanked
the Lord for sending me to the jail because so far, there had been no single
individual who had ever… shared the Gospel with the prisoners.”
The time in prison was difficult, but Pastor Ugyen remained strong as he clung to Jesus,
meditating on His Word and crying out to Him. He often interceded for his country and
his fellow inmates, and saw God answer his prayers by giving open doors to share the
love of Jesus with those around him. Some of the inmates began joining Ugyen for times
of prayer, and three men embraced Jesus’ love.
And after three years in prison, the prayers of believers around the world were answered:
Pastor Ugyen would be released. Praise the Lord!
Pastor Ugyen is now free and is reunited with his family, and he still remembers the
Lord’s call on his life. He continues to serve God whether it means life or death.
This testimony from Pastor Ugyen challenges me to surrender all of my life to Jesus,
whether it means hardship, imprisonment – even death. Read more of his story in the
SEND! Magazine at www.gospelforasia-reports.org.

“I can never forget the call
the Lord has placed on my
life. It is my responsibility
and duty to tell people about
Jesus Christ… Wherever I
am, whether as a free man
or in a prison cell, I cannot
keep quiet.”
-Pastor Ugyen

Merry Christmas!

What I’ve Been Up to Recently
The gorgeous fall colour has faded, and winter and snow are now setting in. This year I
celebrated Thanksgiving with my roommates in October! I’m looking forward to Christmas with my family, and until then I’m staying pretty busy with work, SD activities, and
end-of-year things. By God’s grace, I’ll be able to finish this year strong! Since our South
Asia team has returned, we’ve had the privilege to give presentations at several different
churches, sharing what we experienced and learned. I’ve also really enjoyed helping plan
and film our year-end SD class videos! Most recently, for our end-of-year assignment, all
of us students have led class for the book Living in the Light of Eternity. I definitely learned
a lot by being the teacher instead of the student.

My heart is so full of joy to
celebrate this season with
loved ones and friends, and
especially to remember with
awe and wonder the coming
of Jesus – Emmanuel! Let’s
take time to remember what
Christmas is really all about:
Jesus’s love for us and our
worship of Him.

-Elicia
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